About the Author

Sam Maimon was the product of another era, the Jewish world of
the waning Turkish Empire, transplanted to the shores of Puget Sound
in the American Pacific Northwest. Although he arrived at the age of
sixteen and was lacking an advanced formal education, he was able to
thrive and excel culturally and intellectually in all endeavors that were
important to him: family life, synagogue life, Jewish law, Sephardic
traditions, secular literature and teaching the Jewish/Sephardic
heritage at all levels.

For almost forty years he earned his living as a grocer in the
Central Area of Seattle, Washington. Before he retired in 1969 he
used his spare time to expand his knowledge of his people, the Turkish
Sephardim, through every available means: reading, talking to elders,
Iistening to and singing  Sephardic liturgy and romansas to develop
own fazanut (cantorial) style and even joking to pick up Ladino
essions, But as much as he picked up, he gave back even more. He
rhtand entertained his customers in the store, his congregants in
the ~ynapopue and his students in the many and varied classes that he
conducted Inaddition, he inspired his fellow congregants as a hazan,
W' centirot Yisrael (pleasing singer of Israel) and the special way
he ciened out lus cantorial duties.

*store was closed and he had more time available, his role
. ] acher pready expanded. e taught young boys Hebrew and
Sam Bension Maimon _ P them for beeoming. Bar Mitzvah, he taught grown men the

1A
Wi lnw and taditions (hey did not learn in their youth, and he
T ropue community through the columns he wrote
Wil T oo CHhe Voee), newsletter of the Sephardic Bikur Holim
oo pration, teom 1971 until 1982,

fw Hensaon Mammon, known alfectionately as "B'sion” and later
Ae P amy” was bornom the Turkish city of Brusa in 1907. His
fatbor Hegbda 1: aid his mother, Victoria (Vida)
Muttom w1 a1 lom Lamilies that had lived in Brusa for
WAy prmean 1w, hnown as THaribi Avram, decided to
bt s vabli o B Sephandic erminolopy, when Sam and his
B b bbb W very young Once certificd as a babam, Haribi
Avtan soruod i two alier Tk towns belore 1911 when e was
et - pomitionr o Wb i the oy ol Tekud about sevenly
R @ ithw st ol bl i e 1o pean part of Tuthey
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